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The most disagreesble end generally unpopuler aspect of the People's Government
policies in Iyang hsien is that of lend reform. Iyang hsien, as well as the
chuen yuan to which it belongs, is an egrarien community and the populace are
well awere of the effects of this reform. Farmers who were formerly tenants of
the various landlords during the Nationalist Regime have been duly grante@5X1X
parcels of land according to land reform regulationa, |

and their initiel ardor over having land of their owm hes dissipated aompIifiI%.
Compulsory taxes in kind are keeping them at the starvation level., Uudexr the
landlord system it was s common and accepted practice for tenants snticipating
s fanily wedding or anniversary to postpone paying of remt till a later date.
Landlords seldom refused a request. In addition, there was always safficlent
food, famines excludaed. Farmers | _|:Ln 1651=15%2 confided
to ne that the lsndlord system was of great merit as comparad with thalr present
lot, They would prefer to be tenants for & landlord then hoaxed by land reform.

The merchbant class of Iyang is slowly being liquidated by taxes and ragulations.
Merchents receiving shipments of stock must present entire lot at local tax
bureen for recording prior to storing in shops. This effectively prohibite
dodglng taxes. They must alsc mske out three receipts for each sele - ouns for
retention, one for customer, and one for tax bureau. This class of people were
never antagonistic towards the Natliomalists and look upon that regime with iouginj

The youth in Iyang hsien have profited from the advent of ithe Paople's Goverumeat
due to opportunities for responsible jobs at an early age. They rescied raver-
ably to the tensts of this regime as the programs developed. By lste 1951 Shely
enthusiasm was being tempered by two facts. The first was that they had jobs
offered but they could not quit, and thus their new freedom wae shown to be
holiow. S€condly, the youth, being of school age, were mentally alert. When the
contradictions of regime policy became apparent they were quick to discern then
end their curlosity raised doubts in their minds. This ie an importast factor fo:
anti-Commmist support which will exist only until such time as the ragime settle
down to a less vacillating program in its tax levels, job shifting, and often
ludicrous internsl propagande.
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Most peesants 1ln Iyeng heien have come to realize that taxes end the draft,

ds cérried out during the Netionalist Regime, were not necessarily oppressive
snd that in order for Chiang Kai-shek to have fought Japan and various wvar lorda
such matters vere neeéed. Wars have opened their eyes. The corruption of the
Heticoaiist Regime is not nearly so important to them as it has become w0 25X1X
Buropesns. Corruption, though not npprec:h.tet E f z:m.tv.ra.l phenomenor to the
Oriental, particularly the Chinese. Peasants hat they considered
corruption by Nationaliet officiels as thievery but not oppression.

! 1
FEeTinATL0on OF Lews was Dy paper and compulsory meatings. These
... mEetinge wore mandatory for populace and were conducted by Communist Party

“ members, Illiteracy is high in Iyang hsien and such meetings effectively spread
news and resch a brosder segment of the populstion than possihle befors, By
[ ~|pecple had become bored with the monotony sad repeti-
Giousness Of These mestinge. Alsc government controlled newspapers, a1l that
were available, had become of little interest to the esduceted becauss of dull
gontent. | |on occasion by several pacple who hoped that

ould have news of Formoss and the outside world., A houseboy,

Tiving in %hf |conmowda wag approached when op errands, by, merchants
who. wers cuxicuw EE-woutside news, It mhould bs.polnted out, however, Lhet
the lack of cutside news 4oes Dot mean that the goverament direptad pewa ia not
believed.in whole. or.in part, .They believe much of 1% because thay have access
to-nothing elss, but they are borad by lt.. Redios have.besn gonflscated and
enly: Parby officisls have.them. They. sagerly sank: pevs. alsc and at lpoal level
sre wostly opportunists, little different from the pacple they rule. 25X1X

6. | | leaglats dropped by sircrafty are the only practical method for
e dipseRinating .

T Anti~Communint propegands te penEasts in the-invariar. LATticles:.
dropped: such ‘as-utensila or arms would b -useless a8 thay . would: givelthe
reciplent-avay o “she police, -Goaslp among pensante. s still a ‘habits OGhiness
sbyle’ clothes are s possible form of sid.as- clothes ape.short, particularly
wuong Tariars.  Western style-clothes supplisd - through UNNRA imtdimﬂmﬁerg
gbdef Werld War II hava been hidden fer fear of veprisel.. - - .. % o
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